
Make the investigation and arrest of adults for non-commercial planting, cultivating, 
purchasing, transporting, distributing, possessing, and/or engaging in practices with 

entheogenic plants and fungi among the Metropolitan Police Department’s lowest law 
enforcement priorities; and

Codify that the people of the District of Columbia call upon the Attorney General for the 
District of Columbia and the United States Attorney for the District of Columbia to cease 

prosecution of residents of the District of Columbia for these activities. 

Initiative 81 does not legalize or reduce penalties for entheogens.

Recent studies have demonstrated the 
benefits of entheogens to treat addiction, 

depression, anxiety, and PTSD and help 
those in end-of-life care.

Ensure that residents using  entheogens are 
not law enforcement priorities. 

Without reform, D.C. residents using plant 
and fungi medicines will continue to be 

victims of the war on drugs which has 
disproportionally impacted minority 

communities. 

Initiative 81 is the first step to enacting 
broader change in D.C. and the United States 
to educate Americans about plant and fungi 

medicines and pass laws informed by science. 

Reform Laws for Plant and 
Fungi Medicines 

Melissa Lavasani, a Ward 6 
resident and mother of 

two, proposed Initiative 81 
after using entheogens to 

overcome postpartum 
depression. 

25,477
Valid signatures of DC 

voters submitted

64%
dC voters who support 

passing Initiative 81 

1,500+
research papers 
investigating the 

therapeutic effects of 
entheogens*

Initiative 81 would make the enforcement of laws against 
natural plant medicines ( entheogens) among the lowest law 

enforcement priorities, helping thousands of DC residents 
who currently fear arrest or prosecution. 

Leading medical researchers at Johns Hopkins, NYU, and UCLA have 
clinically shown that entheogens can be an e�fective treatment for 

addiction, anxiety, depression, trauma and provide relief for those with 
terminal illnesses. Learn more by visiting www.decrimnaturedc.org. 

A naturally occurring plant or 
fungi substance like psilocybin 

mushrooms, ayahuasca, iboga, or 
mescaline-containing cacti, that 

can initiate non-ordinary states of 
consciousness that inspire mental 

or spiritual growth and healing.

What is an 
entheogen?

Initiative 81: ENTHEOGENIC PLANT AND 
FUNGUS POLICY ACT OF 2020

If enacted, this Initiative would:

Reform laws 
to reflect 
research

End part of 
the War on 
Drugs 

Change the 
national 
conversation 

Support DC 
residents 
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*see U.S. National Library of Medicine National Institutes of Health


